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	1. To You, 2000 Years From Now

_Masterfully crafted. Brilliantly planned. Amazing, incredible, stupendous, unprecedented, astounding._

_All of that and so much more._

_"This ship is revolutionary!"_

_"An idea from a man deserving to be regarded as we do Einstein or Newton!"_

_"A leap for mankind more giant than any other!"_

_….and I'm the captain._

He looked outside at the green and blue marble below, a beautiful planet, the only place he'd known all his life.

_The planet he'd likely never see again._

* * *

><p>"Eren, why?" she cried out tearfully, clutching onto his shirt, scrunching the material up in her fist.<p>

He tried to calm her, stroking her hair and pulling her in close.

"It's the highest honor I could receive, Mikasa, I never saw this coming but it's something I can't turn down. You know that."

And she did.

"But," she said softly, hands finding his and pulling them down, as she placed them on either side of her swollen stomach.

He felt a kick, orchestrated perfectly with the guilty pang he felt strike his heart.

"You can't."

* * *

><p>He sighed, leaning down to bury his face in his hands.<p>

A shout from behind startled him.

"Hey, Captain Jaeger, get your head out of your hands, you're making history here."

He knew that voice anywhere.

"Shut it Arlert, it's your fault I'm here anyway," he said chuckling, "I mean you're the only one who's nerd enough to figure out how to work this shit."

That earned him a shove from the blond.

"Says the asshole who's going to be driving this thing."

A moment of understandable silence, followed by the lonesome whistle from the blond.

"Some view you've got there, huh?"

"Damn right it is. Get used to it man, you're going to be staying with me this whole time, _Mr. Time Travel Geek_."

A laugh between the two friends.

"Jokes aside, I'm really grateful to you, you know."

The brunet looked up, emerald orbs sparkling.

"You know I've been dreaming up doing this since I was a kid. Heck, you know better than anyone, you know it's all I've talked about, but," he paused, "it really means a lot to me."

He pressed his face to the window like a child, breathing onto it as he looked down at the world, their world below, his blue eyes sparkling brighter than the seemingly unending seas.

"It means a lot to the world too."

A solemn nod.

_This was bittersweet, after all.._

"It's hard to feel that great Ar, with me having to leave behind my-"

His eyes widened.

Heart stopped.

Time stood still, and they hadn't even started yet.

_Her._


	2. The Sunlight to My World

_Her. _

She nearly collapsed into his arms, panting.

"Mikasa, _what _in the world are you doing here?"

"Eren, I-" she stopped short, nearly falling again, as Armin came faithfully to her other side, helping her to the floor.

For a few moments, the small cabin was filled with only the sounds of the panting young woman, looking up at the two men she'd known all her life, as they stared down at her, concerned and confused expressions strewn across both of their faces.

"Caught your breath?"

She nodded.

"Now, answer the question, Mikasa."

"...would you believe me if I said I went aboard when you guys weren't looking…?" she said in a small voice.

Eren nearly fell back, slapping his hand to his forehead.

"I'm sorry, Eren, but… I can't do this," she stuttered, bringing a hand to her mouth to cover her tears, "You're going to be a father, you know I can't do this without you."

Tears began to fill his own eyes as he walked back over to her, arms outstretched as he pulled her into his chest and held her close.

"Eren…" she whispered into him.

"Mikasa…"

"Eren…

Eren…

..ren…

EREN!"

"Wh-what?" he stumbled backwards, trying to comprehend what just happened, as he looked at Armin's puzzled yet amused face.

"Hey, buddy, I love ya too, but why were you hugging me like that just now?"

_Hugging __**him…**__?_

"Mikasa," he said stumbling forward, "where is she…"

"Mikasa? Get a hold of yourself, Eren, she's back on Earth, you know th-"

"NO!"

"Excuse me?"

"She was here, just now, I saw her, and she was saying how she couldn't become a parent without me, and I know that, and I just need to tell her that it'll be okay, but I can't stay back no matter how much I want to, she knows that, but still, I-"

"Easy, bud, slow down."

Emerald orbs met sparkling blue. "Eren," he said slowly, "she was never here."

"...what…?"

"I'm sorry man, but you and I know she's better off safe on Earth. Traveling like this is no place for a woman pregnant eight months, you know that."

Eren let out a hiccuped sob, as Armin slapped him lightly on the back. "Pre-flight jitters, yeah? Relax, give her a call and talk to her before we leave," he paused to look at his timepiece, "we've still got about half an hour before we start."

The brunet nodded slowly.

"I'm going to go run final checks along with the rest of the crew, alright? Tell her I said hey."

Another nod.

The door opened and closed behind the blond with a nearly silent swish, leaving Eren alone. He promptly turned to the keypad, pushing a series of buttons before a screen appeared before him, flashing a single message.

_Calling…._

He was nearly praying at this point.

_Please pick up, please pick up, please pick up, please pic-_

"Eren."

He gulped, long and slow, before replying. "Hey, Mikasa."

"Ready for the flight?" she said curtly.

"I suppose so…"

"Good. Good luck. Hope everything goes we-"

"Cut the crap, Mikasa."

"Excuse me?"

"Listen to me. I know you're pissing mad at me right now, and to be perfectly honest, you're totally justified in that. I want you to be in my arms right now, I want you to lay your head back against me like you always do, I want to be there to wrap my arms around you and feel the kick of our baby, of our first child. You _know _I do, babe."

She crossed her arms, trying to allow her menacing demeanour to cover up the utter torture and heartbreak she was feeling inside.

"And," he began to get choked up himself, "I know this may be the last time I'm going to see you. I…miss you more than anything already. Please, don't cry, we said our goodbyes already," he choked out, feeling as though his heart was being wrung out.

She couldn't even look him in the eye.

"Goodbye, Ere-"

"MIKASA!"

She froze.

"I love you…" he whispered, "I love you so much…"

Mikasa replied with a sad smile. "Love you too."

The screen zapped back to the cold, lifeless black it had been before, Eren's reflection now being his only companion.

_I know it might be impossible, _he thought, gazing out the window at the trillions of glittering stars, _but I'm going to make it back. If not in this time, in another, after all, she's…_

_** The sunlight to my world. **_


End file.
